BIG RAPIDS CHARTER TOWNSHIP, MECOSTA COUNTY
RESOLUTION 2023-2

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE MECOSTA COUNTY
MASTER PLAN AND THE PRESERVATION OF PRIME
FARMLAND AND AGRICULTURAL USES

WHEREAS, there is a proposal to rezone substantial acreage in Green Township to
accommodate the development of a large battery plant by Gotion, Inc, and
WHEREAS, there are several statements in the Mecosta County Master Plan that should
be considered and referenced when deciding the question of rezoning, and
WHEREAS, the following are quoted excerpts from the Mecosta County Master Plan that
indicate the proposed rezoning in Green Township should be denied:
Mecosta County Master Plan (Excerpts) — Updated November 2014

Page 1 — Master Plan last updated November 2014. ‘guide the future growth and
development of Mecosta County... Over the next ten (10) to fifteen (15) years.

Page 16 — “wetlands are extremely important to the County’s environment. The
various bogs, marshes, potholes and ponds serve as natural systems for pollution
mitigation from agricultural runoff and urban development. In addition, wetlands
serve as the primary means of groundwater aquifer recharge.”

Page 20 — “City of Big Rapids... now draws from a new groundwater aquifer well
field to serve the residents and customers of the Big Rapids municipal water
system.”.... “Though generally abundant, care must be observed in the
management and development of land within the County. The potential for surface
and ground water pollution increases as development, particularly commercial,
industrial,... are expanded and new sites developed.”

Page 39 — “Agricultural land uses represent the single largest land use within the
County.”

Page 44 — “LAND USE Goal: To promote efficient and balanced land use patterns
which are consistent with the rural and agricultural character of the County, the
carrying capacity of the land, and the fiscal capability of public infrastructure and
services.”

Page 44 — “eliminate ‘spot zoning’ actions, and, discourage the conversion of AG
and AF property to commercial uses.”



Page 44 — “Support existing agricultural land uses and family farms through
innovative and protective zoning practices, open space preservation, and transfer of
development right alternatives.”

Page 45 — “ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Goal: Promote residential,
commercial, and industrial development and employment creation for the residents
of Mecosta County while maintaining sensitivity and quality of life.”

Page 50 — “The Future Land Use Plan is intended to guide decisions regarding the
future development pattern of Mecosta County .... The plan proposes retaining the
agricultural character of the County while providing viable development
alternatives in appropriate locations within the County. It is the rural atmosphere
and natural features of the County which has attracted many of the current residents
to the County. Prime farmland and agricultural uses, in particular, should be
preserved and protected.”

Page 51 — “The plan (Future Land Use Plan) suggests that the primary location for
industrial development should and will occur in and adjacent to the City of Big
Rapids....”

Page 51 — “One of the primary goals of the County is to maintain the rural and
resort character of the County and to preserve and protect existing farming and
agricultural land uses. As a result, the primary land use classification for Mecosta
County is that of Agricultural and Agricultural Forested designation.”

Page 73 — “GREEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP... the predominate land use in Green
Township is in agricultural of farming activity. The Township, as noted in the
Master Plan and confirmed by a community survey, has identified the preservation
of Prime agricultural lands and the ambient rural atmosphere and open space
associated with rural areas as the primary goal of the plan.”

Page 73 — “GREEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP... Th future land use plan
recommends that existing areas designated for agricultural use be preserved and
protected from the encroachment of any proposed development.”

Page 73 — “GREEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP...Open space area, woodland and
scenic views area to be preserved as important features of this area.”

Page 74 — “GREEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP... “Existing industrial development
is located along 18 Mile Road in section 31 of the Township and along 19 Mile and
Coolidge Road in Section 27 of the Township. These areas are not accessible to
public utilities and further development for industrial purposes in these areas is
highly discouraged.”



NOW THERFORE, the Charter Township of Big Rapids resolves and recommends that
Mecosta County follow and give effect to the Mecosta County Master Plan as it applies to Green

Township and the Gotion battery plant site.

Ayes: 6, Bean, Currie, Everett, Geib, Routley, Saez
Nays: 1, Stanek Absent: 0

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Hannah Saez, Township Clerk
STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) SS

COUNTY OF MECOSTA )

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of Big Rapids Township, Mecosta County, Michigan do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted by the Township Board at a Regular Board
meeting on May 2, 2023 of which the original of which is on file in my office. Public notice of said meeting was given
pursuant to and in full compliance with Act No 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976 as amended, including in the case
of a special or rescheduled meeting, notice by posting at least eighteen (18) hours prior to the time set for the meeting.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto affixed by official signature on this 2" day of May, 2023.

Hannah Saez, Clerk

Big Rapids Township



